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KEY FOR WATER SAMPLE TESTS

1. Three sterile bottles are provided for analyzing a water sample. DO NOT rinse the bottles before filling. The 
bottle with the BLUE LABEL must be used for the coliform bacteria (purity) test. This bottle contains sodium 
thiosulfate powder. The bottle with the RED LABEL must be used for the nitrate test only and contains a small 
amount of concentrated sulfuric acid (please avoid skin contact). The bottle with the GREEN LABEL is used for 
all other tests excluding coliform bacteria (purity) and nitrate. Please fill all bottles to the top with the water 
sample.

2. Obtain the sample from the faucet normally used for drinking purposes. Allow water to run through the faucet 
for 5-10 minutes before filling the sample bottle.

3. Irrigation wells should be sampled during the middle of the irrigation season.

4. Water samples should be sent to the laboratory immediately after collection. The coliform bacteria and E. coli 
tests must be started within 30 hours after the sample is collected.  When these tests are requested, please send 
the water sample in the box provided to the laboratory via USPS, UPS, FedEx, or similar delivery service to 
ensure the sample arrives at the laboratory within this 30 hour time requirement. Samples should arrive at the lab 
on Tuesday through Thursday if sent by UPS or USPS. To avoid a fee surcharge, do not send water samples to 
the laboratory on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday.  Samples can be brought to the lab on Monday through Thursday 
if personally delivered.  Please provide the lab with the requested information on the reverse side of this form.

5. American Agricultural Laboratory is certified by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services to 
test public and private water samples for total coliform and E. coli and to test private water samples for nitrate. 

DIRECTIONS FOR COLLECTING WATER SAMPLES


